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laries of the Church, it was maintained on the other
side that the "Articles construed by themselves"
left no doubt that they were not only and-Roman
but anti-Catholic, and that nothing but the grossest
dishonesty and immorality could allow any doubt on
the subject.

Neither estimate was logical enough to satisfy Mr.
Ward. The charge of insincerity, he retorted with
great effect on those who made it: if words meant
anything, the Ordination Service, the Visitation Ser-
vice, and the Baptismal Service were far greater diffi-
culties to Evangelicals, and to Latitudinarians like
Whately and Hampden, than the words of any Article
could be to Catholics; and there was besides the tone
of the whole Prayer Book, intelligible, congenial, on
Catholic assumptions, and on no other. But as to
the Articles themselves, he was indisposed to accept
the defence made for them. He criticised indeed
with acuteness and severity the attempt to make the
loose language of many of them intolerant of primi-
tive doctrine; but he frankly accepted the allegation
that apart from this or that explanation, their general
look, as regards later controversies, was visibly against,
not only Roman doctrines or Roman abuses, but that
whole system of principles and mode of viewing
religion which he called Catholic. They were, he
said, patient of a Catholic meaning, but ambitious of
a Protestant meaning; whatever their logic was, their
rhetoric was Protestant. It was just possible, but
not more, for a Catholic to subscribe to them. But